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REMARKS 


UPON 


Dr. SHERLOCHs 


Caſe of Allegiance , &c. 


AVING lately peruſed Dy. Sher- 
bock's Reaſons (as the Book is com- 
monly called ) I cannot forbear 
imparting to you ſome very few 

Obſervations upon them, not to ſhow my Skill, Pref p. 3. 

bur to perform my Promiſe. 

| obſerve in the Firſt Place, That the 

Door thinks it neceſſary to convince all ſober Chris Pref. p. 4 

ſtians, That meu may ſwear Allegiance to King 

William and Queen Mary , without renouncing 

any Principles of the Church of England. But 

[ hope we were not in ſuch a condition, as that 

B All 


Pref. p. 1: 


Pref. p. 5. 
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All Sober Chriſtians ſtood in need of ſuch a 
Conviction. And God forbid the Principles 
of the Church of England ſhould be ſuch, as 
not only to create in all ſober Chriſtians,a doubt 
whether they might {wear Allegiance to the 
Prelint King and Queen ; butſhould be ſo ab- 
{cure in the matter, as that ſo Learned a Man 
as the Door is reputed, and lo Wiſe a Man 
as he would bethought ( for be never gave any 
juſt occaſion to the Þorld to mark him out for a fool ) 
{ſhould be at almoſt T'we Years Pains to make 
a Reconciliation becyvixe ehem;,and the Duty 
of Swearing Allegiance to this prefent Go- 
vernment ;” upon the continuance of which 
the Dottor does more than onee or trvice- ac- 
knowledge the Liberties-and Religion of the 
Natjon to depend. ; nn 

He confeſſes be ſtuck, and ſhould have luck to 
this day, had be not been relieved by Biſhop Over- 
al's Convocation-Book; and bad not the Vene- 
rable Authority of a Convocation, given bim great- 
er Freedom and Liberty of Thinking, which the ap: 
prebenſions of Novelty and Singularity had cramp d 
before: How mean are we Lay-men in the 
eyes of theſe Gentlemen ! Nothing that was 
done, ſaid, or writ, at and after the Revolu- 
tion, 


— 
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tion, to juſtzfie the Lawfulneſs thereof by the 
Laws of God and of this Realm, had any in- 
fluence upon this Clergy Man's Judgment or 
Conlcience, till he: mer wich 4, new upſtate 
Convocation- Book, Nay, his very Thoughts 
were in chains, till the Venerable Authority of a 
Convocation, gave him Liberty to 1hink. Whar 
the Lords and Commons did, the Conſent of 
a Nation, the approbartion of all Proteſtants 
abroad , the Intereſt of Religion and the 
Publick Weal, were not conſiderable enough 
to give this man a liberty-to think ; his liberty of 
Thinking was cramp'd, till the Venerable Authority 
of . a Convocation, came and let him him, at liber- 
ty. .. I wonder the leſs to, find him in his Book; 
enſfaving his Life and Liberty, to whar, ina 
miftakea Notion, he calls God's Authority. ; 
ſince I perceive his very Thoughts are ſlaves 
roan Aſſembly of Eccleſiaſticks. 


He, waves the matter of. Right, is not.con- 
cerned in the Legality of the late Kevolution ; * to 
diſpute the Right of -Princes, is a thing Which no 

overnment can,permit to be a queſtion among ſt their 
Subjefts ; ſuch. Diſputes are needleſs in this Cauſe, 
and ſerve, ouly to. confaund it, by carrying men into 
ſuch dark.Labyrinths of Law and Hiſtory, 8c. as 
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vety few know how to find their way out of again: 
To judg truly of the legality of the late Revolution, 
requires ſuch perfeft sRill in Law and Hiſtory, and 
the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, that 
few men are capable of makins ſo plain and certaim 
a judgment of it, as tobe a clear and ſafe Rule of 
Conſcience. | 

Laymen think Laws and Conſtitutions of 
Governments to be ſafe Rules of Confcience in 
theſe Cafes; and no ſuch dark Labyrinths as the 
Myſteries of the Holy Trinity and Incarnation, 
the SatisfaFion of our Saviour, the Judge of Con- 
tro-verfies, &c. which yer areall as plain to 
the Dofor, as a Pike ſtaff ; the Scripture and 
Reaſon are admirably clear in all thele things ; 
bur the Laws of a Nation, and the Conſtitution 
of its Government, are” a dark Labyrinth. None 
are ſo blind as they that will not ſee. Till ſome 
Proud, Ambitious Clergy-men, and Flatrer- 
ing Courtiers, either 'really or pretendedly 
ignorant of our Laws and Conſtitutions , ler 
their own and other Mercenary Heads and 
Pens at work, to repreſent our Government 
n quite' other than its own' native Colours, 
out of a baſe Compliance' with a Court that 


| tefr no ſtone unturn'd, to overthrow it; eill 


then, 
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then, I ſay, the Conſtitution of our Govern» 
ment 'was [o well underſtood by our Fore- 
fachers, thar they ſupported and aſler:ed ic 
from time to tim? at a vaſt Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure, and tranſmitted it down 
to their Poſltecicy, as they had received ic 
from cheir Anceſtors, confirmed with all the 
Sanctions thar the nature of the thing was ca- 
pable of ; nor were ever beholden to a Foreign 
Prince to prelerve it, till now ; nor needed co 
have had recourſe to the Prince of Orange to al- 
ſerr their Liberties, if the overflowing of 
fuch Bigattry as this Gentleman 1s infected. 
with, had not almoſt unmann'd the Nation, 
and prepar'd them for Slavery : And wo 
ways were taken to effect ir, the one, by 
perſuading us, That we are Slaves by the 
Law of God ; and the other, by repreſenr- 
ing our Government as being abſolute in ics 
Original Conſticution ; and that whatever 
Liberties the People claim a Right to, are. ei- 
ther Conceſſions rh the Crown, or Ulurpa- 
tions uponit. And becaule ſome ignorant 
People have been impoſed upon by the mil- 
application of Scripture by the Clergy, and by 


. miſunderſtanding and miſ applying our. Ane 


cient 
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cient Hiſtories and Records, and not thorough- 
ly ſearching chem neither, our Conſtitution 
and Fundamental Laws muſt now be repre- 
lented asnot clear, nor a ſafe Rule for Con- 
{cience; and therefore another muſt be ſet 
up inſtead of them, invented by a Clerg y-man 
in his Study, directed in his Enquiry by a'few 
of his own Profeſſion, either ignorant of our 
Conſtitution, or proteſs'd Enemies to it, or 


both ; and this Rule of Conſcience not ſo. 


clear neither, bur that our Spiritual Guides are 
rogether by the ears about ic, and the Learn- 
ed Dr. Sherlock bas been allthis while finding 
ic out: But found ic he has: The Moun- 
tains have been in Labour, and behold the 
Moule ! 

God, when be ſees fit, and can better ſerve the 
Ends of is Providence by it, ſets up Kings with» 
out any regard to Legal Right, or Human Laws. 

Kines thus ſet up by God, are mveſted with God's 
Authority. 

Subjefts are bound to Obey, and to Pay and 
Swear Allegiance ( if it be required ) to thoſe 
Princes whom God hath placed and ſetled in the 
Throne, when they are inveſted with God's Au- 
thority. 


This 


. Cafe of . Allegiance, &c, 


\This-is no aew Invention of the Doftor's, 


-nar 'does:;he pretend to 1c; he had it (it 


ſeems) from Biſhop Overal's Convocation-Book. 
Bn: Sir Robert Filmer broached ic before that . 


'Book came out, in his Patriarcha ; and thar ir 
will lerve the turn of every Uſurper is evi- 
.dent, nordoes the DoCtor deny it, 


Bur char the poſſeſſion of the Throne, and 
che actual Adminiſtration of a Government, 
creates a Right, the Doctor is polttive in ; 


not. ſuch a Right as ſhall Entitle a Xing 


to be what we poor Lay-men call a Kms 
de Jure; but to be « Rightful Kine with 
reſpeFt to God : And why lo ? Why, becaule 
the moſt Fligh Ruleth m the Kingdom of Men, 
and giveth it to Whomſoever he will, and ſetteth 
over it the baſeſt of Men. It « he that remo- 
veth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. <hall there be 
evil in the (ity, and the Lord hath not done it ? 
They 'are the Miniſters of God. All Power is of 
God, the. Powers that be, are ordained of God, 
I exalted thee out of the duſt, and made thee 
Prince over my people Iſrael. 

Now I cannot underſtand the Dofor's In- 
ference from ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, That 
God Govyerns the World, and that all things 


come 


Iſa. 28. 
26, 29. 


Exod. 35. 
31, 


Job 40. 9. 
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come to paſs by his Providence, I hope is 


paſt diſpure. And thar ſuch expreſlions as | 


thele, areto be underitood only of God's Ot- 
dinary Providence in the guidance of Hu- 
man Afﬀairs, will perhaps appear by the 
common ſtyle of Scripture, in aſcribing all 
things of what kind or nature ſoever, natu- 
ral or moral, good or bad, immediate] 

(in words) to the firſt Cauſe, God is ſaid 
to inſtruft the Plowman in diſcretion, and to teach 
him: And that his skill cometh from the Lord of 
Hoſts, which 1s wonderful in counſel, and excel» 


lent in working, So God filled Bezaleel with the * 


Spirit of God, in wiſdom, in underſtanding, and 
in knowledg, and in all manner of workmanſhip. 
Thunder is ſaid to be the Voice of God. God 
hardned Pharaoh's heart. Is there evil in the 
City, and the Lord hath not done it * So God ſets 
up Princes, and removes them, by the Events 
of Providence : But that their Authority IS 
derived immediately from God , or that 
they have, when ſerled in the Throne, any 
other Auhority than what the Conſtitution of 
the Governmeat allows, much leſs that 
they can have: an Authority' from God, in op» 
poſition to a Legal Right, I ſhall believe, 


when 


Caſe of Allegiance, &c. 


when | ſee a Prince work greater Miracles 
than. Curing the King's Evil, to Juſtify the 
delegation of ſuch Authority, 

The Door , throughout this Diſcourſe, 
runs upon a notion of Mens Duty to Princes 
only, as if the Perions of Princes were the 
ſole Obje&s of our Duty and Obedience ; Tha: 
is his Tear 433. * and proceeds from his 
Ignorance of the Nature of Human Laws 
in Political Governments, Ir. is a notion 
that, ſuits only with a Deſpatical Govern- 
ment, which is down-right Tyranny ; nor 
has the DoCtor an Idea of any other : And 
if he had not been invincibly prejudiced 
againſt che Truth, by the ignorance of his 
Education, in things of this nature, that ex- 
cellent Diſcourle of Mr. Johnſon's, in Anſwer 
to his Book of Non-reſiftance, would have 
had another effe&t upon him than a ſcornful 
Reprinting 'of his own Book in Anſwer 
ro it. 

His ſecond Sefton is taken up with pro- 
ving from Biſhop Overal's Book , That 
though the Churth of England has been very care- 
ful:to- miſtruft' ber Children. in their Duty to Prin» 
ces ; te obey their Laws, and ſubmit to their Power, 

| C | and 
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and not to refift, chough very injuriouſly op- 
preſſed ; and that thoſe who renounce theſe Prin» 
ciples, renounce the Defrine of the Church of Eng- 
land ; that ſhe takes care to condemn all thoſe 
wicked means Whereby changes of Government are 
made ; yet ſhe teaches, that when ſuch changes 
are made, the Authority is God's, and muſt be 0- 
beyed. 

Here we learn, That if this be the Do» 
Erine of the Church of England ; then by the 
Laws of God, as the Church of England un- 
derſtands them, and texches them ro her 
Children , all the people of England are 
Slaves. For to be, injuriouſly oppreſſed, is to 
be oppreſſed contrary to Law ; 'Executio Juris 
non habet injuriam ; No'Man' can'pretend that 
he or any body elſe 15 injured 4 when the 
Laws have their courſe. But” from very 
injurious oppreſſions, the true-Sofs of the Church 
of Eilgland have no tedreſs, 'becaiife they 
muſt. not reſiſt the Authority of God , which 
the Prince Regnant is inveſted with, What- 
ever the Conſtitytion'of the'Government be, 
"Whatever Laws your Forefathers have ipro- 
Vided for the continuance arid preſervation 
of it; whatever" Liyal Right you tmay fancy 
you 
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your have to. your Lives , Liberties, Religion 
Properties ; if you aſſert and defend this Le 
gal Right in oppoſition ro the very nju- 
rious oppreſſions of your Princes, who in a Li- 
mited - Government ( as yours is acknowledg- 
ed to be) have but a lmited Power by Law ; 
yer in ſo doing, you oppole the Authority of 
God: And {o your Laws are but Cobwebs ; 
your Legal Right,an Imaginary Noyon : Your 
Princes have an Authority from Go to cance! 
your Laws, and diſpoſe of you and you, 
Rights as they ſee Cauſe. Thus by the 
Dodtrine of your Church (as this Gentleman 
repreſents it ) you are in no better a condi- 
tzon, than it you were Subjects ro: the Ghand 
Sergnior. 

Your Forefathers, (who fought for your 
Liberties, in oppoſition to the Tyranny of 
iS. John, & Henry the zd. K. Edv. the 2d. &c. 
and who, if they had acknowledged ſuch an 
irreſiſtible Authority in their Princes, as the 
Doctor contends for, and. had nor vindicated 
theGoyeroment by force of Arms, you theirPo- 
ſterity had long before now been in the ſame, or 
a worſe condition than the Peafants of France) 
were all Traytors and Rebels , tho warranted by 
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the Laws of the Land.to make oppoſition, 
nav, and ſworn ſo to do by the Kmgs own 
Commiſſion, as particularly in the Reign 
of King John, and King Henry the Third, 
T his Notion of an breſiſtible Authority in your 
Princes, becauſe they have God's Authority, was 
not then harch'd : nor did it appear in the 
World till the degeneracy of the Reforma- 
tion brought it forth : For Queen Eliza- 
beth's Parliaments and Convocations were of 
another Opinion : as has been proved by ma- 
ny Inſtances of their giving her Subſidies ro 
relieve diftreſſed Subjects againſt their own 
Princes : and when Sibthorp and Manwaring 
broached thoſe Trairerous Poſitions in King 
Charles the Firſt his time, they were impeached 
in Parliament, and ſeverely cenfured for it. 
Yet notwithſtanding all, this Clergy-man 
will have it. be the Doctrine of the Church ; 
which if it were purſued, does unavoidably 
deſtroy the State; and therefore by his own 
Argument ( pag. 44-) can be no good Do- 
arine; becauſe, if purfued, it would fubject 
all Human Societies to be deſtroyed ; where- 
as he acknowledges the End of Government 


to be the preſervation of Human Societies. 
And 


Caſe:of Allegiance, &c.. 
And he has the aſſurance to: publiſh his Con- 
ceits of this kind,under a Government, that has 
becn happily ſetled amongſt us in oppoſition 
ro, and in ſpight of theſe flaviſh Conceits of 
ſome of our Clergy. A Government, which . 
thoſe who contributed to ere&t, this Doctor 
brands with the loudeſt Calumnies : and yer 
under which he now ſeeks protection, and 
which he acknowledges now at laſt, being 
convinc'd thereof by the Events of Providence, 
to have the Authority of God, though intro- 
duced by the Devil. 

Buc how does it follow, That this Do- 
&rine of his muſt therefore be received as 
the Doctrine of the Church of England ? be- 
cauſe he finds it in Biſhop Overall's Book. Do 
the Canons of a Convocation , neither aſſented 
ro by AF of Parliament , nor {o much as by 
the Kins's Letters-Patents, make, or autho- 
ritatively declare the Do&rine of the Church of 
Envland ? Is the Convocation the Repreſenta- 
tive Body of the (burch of England ? (I know 
they tell us ſo in the Canons of 1603, But 1 
never found that any but ſome few of the 
Clergy believed them) Has what he calls the 
Church, a power to determine matters of Civil 


Right c 


14 Remarks upon-Dr. Shetlock's 
Rizht? Are we to'go to School to (lergyemen 
to learn the Terms and Meaſures of our Duty 
and Allegiance to Magiſtrates; which all Man- 
kind,” but a few. of that Profeſſion in our own 
Nation/,- acknowledge to depend upon Hu- 
'Tman Laws, 4nd the feveral Conſtitutions of 
Government, and which the body of ofr 
Clergy are lo ignorant of, that they are a dark 
Labyrinth to them. When the blind lead the blmd, 
both ſhall fall into the ditch. . And yet his Argu- 

Pg. 9,16. ment drawn from the pretended Canons of 
that Convocation , are as good Authority as can be 


rrbed to the Members of the: Church of England ; 


fer if a (onvocation cannot declare the Judoment of 


the (hurch of England , he knows: not where we 
ſhall learn -it. © S6- that - the Members of: the 
Church of England are to be:guided in mat- 
ters relating to their Temporal Rights, by an Af- 
embly- of > cheir Clergy : Though even our 
'Popiſh Anceſtors proreſted from time to time 
againſt rhe Authority of | the: See of Rome in 
Temporakibus, © But | can tcll him whence, 
and witnee only he/may learn the: Doctrine 
and” Jidgment 'of the / (burch of : England au- 
rhoriratively ; 'viz, in the: Articles: and the. Li- 
troy, «which have the publick Sanction of 
the 
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the Legiſlative Authority ; not in; his- Spurious 
(anons'of 1610, nor in thoſe of 1640, nor 
yet in the Homilies, though appointed by Act 
of Parliament to be read in Churches; for {6 
is the Apocrypha;; and yet we do not ſubmit to 
thoſe Books as Authoritative. All other Writings 
are but the Opinions of private Men. 

The. reſt of that Section conſilts of ſome 
Stories of Jebn, Abab and Jezebel ; The Moa- 
bites and Aranites, Ebud and Eglon, the Kings 
of Ezypt and Babylon, the [Four Monarches, 
Alexander, Darius , Jaddus and Ceſar, All 
which are no more to us, than if he had 
told us a Tale of Tom Thumb, or Guy of War- 
wick, 

But it is no new thing for the Clergy to topFo- 
reignLaws and Governments ypon us; One of 
their Canons in 2603. is, Quicttque 12 paſterum af- 
firmabit Poteftatem Regiam non habere eandem Autho- 
ritatem m-\Canufis Eccleſtaſticis, quam Pu Principes 
apud Judeos £3 Chriſtiant Imperatores 4n Prindtiva 
Eccleſia obſtmuernnt, &:c. Excommunicetur 1þſo fas 


fo, 7c. OurKing's. JurifdiQtion:in matters 


Ecclefraſtical, is ferled and bounded iby Laws 


-of this Realm ; :and'thoke Laws werlook up- 


ON 
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on as the meaſure of their Authority. But 
Clergy-men make nothing of Human Laws , 
at leaſt not of the Laws of England ; But 
ſend us to the Jews, and to the Romans, to 
enquire what Authority their Princes had, 
and very boldly determine, under the penalty 
of Excommunication, "I hat Our Kings have eans 
dem poteſtatem : And yet they neither know 
what power our Laws allow to ow Kmygs, nor 
what their Laws allow'd' to theirs. 

He grants, that King's ſet up by God, have 
God's Authority ; and ttrat all Kings who are in 
the aflual poſſeſſionof the Government, are ſet up 
by God : And therefore having God's Authority, 
Allegiance is due to them. So that he reſolves 
the Duty of Allegiance into the Authority com- 
mitted by God to the Prince ; the commitr- 
ting of which Authority appears by the Events 
of Providence. For Providence 1s God's Govern 
ment of the World by an mviſible Influence and 
Power ; the Ends of which be Jerves by overrus 
lmg mens wicked Deſigns to accompliſh his own 

ouncils. and Decrees , and either diſappoints what 
they intended, or gives ſucceſs to them, when he can 
ſerve the Ends of bis Providence by their wickedneſs. 
But 


Cafe of Allsgiance, &c. 


Bat how ſhall Subjects judg when God ſerves 
che ends of his Providence by men's wick- 
edneſs, and conſequently when their obedi- 
ence becomes due toa new Prince? why,obedience 


is due to God's authority, when we can reaſon-' 


ably conclude that God has made him King* 
That is, when the Providence of God has ſet- 
tled him in the Throne. © But there are different 
degrees of ſettlement, which require different 
degrees of ſubmiſſion. The Doctor has gone 


hand'in hand with Providence ever ſince P 


the Revolution : The generality of the Nation 
ſubmitted to the preſent King and QCueen,and 
placed them on the Throne, and put the whole 
power of the Kingdom into their hands, though 


17 
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it may be the Doftor could not think them ſet- Þ+ 17. 


thed by Providence, whileſt the late King had 
fuch a ry. power as made the Event 
doubtfal,; yet becanſe he thought fit to continue 
in the Kingdom,he could live quietly and peace- 
ably,' pay taxes, give them the title of King 
and Queen, and pray for them as ſuch, becauſe 
we are boand'to/ pray for all that are in authori- 
ty,” and that cheir Majeſties had, becauſe they 
hatf power ro do a great deal of good or a preat 
deal of hurt. Here power to do good or harm 
| D 1s 
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is authorxy ; And: Fbicves and Robbers 
have that. But it niay, be the: King. and 
Queen had Gods aathority all ths white, be- 
fore the Dotter choughc fat to own XK by 
ſwearing Allegiance to, them x; becauſe 
he did not kaow they, had it, till the 
power of the. diſpafſeſſed Prince was brokgn, aud 
20 viſible proſpeA of his recoverin bis T hrone 
again. SO t if men of the Dodtor's Opinion 
mult arch till God; has play d. his game 
our ; before they can be aſcertain d wha tus 
Sal and pleaſure is in theſe matters of obe- 
dicnce and [wearing Allegiance to: Princes 1 
For the will of God, when known, is the 
rule. of Conlcience...: But the. wall of God 
in thele caſcs is. no otherwife $0. be known 
but by the Events of Providence. So that 
men of ſuch Principles as. chis. Gentleman 
repreſents to.us; or hurch England Prince 
pic qpalk tay tilthe Storm be over,and then. 
they Icell us is fair weather. 1 catinor ſuth- 
ciencly expreſs my indignation agaihit men. 
that cah hays tne conhdence 40 repreſcat 
the Church of Englend, which 5 = body 
of the People of England, and who have a 
right to their Properties, iand Religion Fog 

ar 
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far as theſe words, Right to' Properties and 
Religion can be extended, as a fort of men 
who muſt not fir their [finger in appotition 
704 Prince that invades this Right all ar 
once, upon a ſuppoſitian that the Prince is 
myeſted with God's Authority; as if a man 
onld att by God's Authority .m oppoſition 
"to the Laws of the, Realm, and his own Oath 
To oþſerye them, .and cauſe them to be du- 
ty cxccated 3,as if Princes had any other Au- 
thority ftromGoel, then to govern according to 
Law: as if refifting a Lawleſs Authoriry,which 
15 no Authority, were reſifting the Authority 
of God as a'fort of men to whom the Laws 
and Religion of the Nation, upon which 
all that can be dear to us depends, muſt 
never owe any thing for their preſervation, 
tho in the; greateft extrenuties, fo Jong as 
they arc guided by the ſpirit of th-ir Church 
{ tho thanks be to "Heavens a late Divine 
Has: furniſhed us with a diſtinftion betwixt 
'that and rhe Spirit of God); No, they muſt 
'be:quiet and fuffer all to be trampled under 
Foot by 'Go#'s Authority, unleſs withed men 
form efipns againft God.s Authority to pre- 
'fervethe Authority of the Laws and the Pro- 
fellion of 'Got's _ Religion :*So that = 
9418 0 >(+ 
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beſt things that can be done in the World 
mult be . im by wickedmen,and in oppoſi- 
tion to God's Authority, or not be done ar all. 
And all chis while chat, the Church muſt fir 
ſill, the Providence of God is at work by 
means of the Devil and tus Agents, wicked 
men,againſt his own authority, which a King 
that has a legall tle, but exerciſes an 
illegall power, 1s inveſted with ;. and herein 
conſiſts the unſearchableWiſedome of Providence 
that God ſerves his own Ends by thetrWickedneſs. 
It ſeems he can never ſerve his Ends by the 
Godlincſs of the Church ; bur muſt carry 
on Ends for their good, by the free Mini- 
ſeries of wicked men. All you Patriots, that 
with the hazard of your Lives and Eſtates 
ſept into the gap to prevent Popery and S/a- 
very coming 1n like a. torrent upon Church 
and Statg,and who in ſo doing thought. you 
did God good ſervice, becauſe your End was 
the preſcryation of your own and your 
Countries Liberties; Properticsand Religion 
under. a 1cgal adminiſtration of the ancicar 
Engliſh Government, - were all that; while 
fighting againſt God, you were rcliſting the 
power ordaind of God, and;ſo domg, you 
receiy'd to your ſelves damnation ; an Tax 


\ .* 1, G4ſa of Allegiance, &e.. 
.God has wrought a deliverance through 
your wickedneſs, no thanks. to yoy'; tha' 
the Nation hasconſented to what yoy have 
done by as univerſal, a'conferit as perhaps 
was cycr heard'of, this National conſent is 
bur an indication that God has given the 
King and Queen his Authority, but does not 
inveſt them with arty” /zg4/ Right, that. re- 
mains in thediſpoſſeſſedFing yer: So that you 
and the Nation have but been endeayouring 
to transfer what it 18 not 1n your, power to 
transfer, viz. a legal Right * And. you have 
transferred what you neyer.intended'to trans- 
fr nor cycr DEA 5. Viz. at irte- 
fiftable* Authority” from God ; Dr.' Sherlock 
has found our now what you wete then 
doing, and ſees the confequence of your 
Actions, to your ſelyes and all men <l{c yn; 
known!” You aided rhe Prince and promoted 
the Ends. of his 'Declaration, which were 
to dehver the' Nation from Popery and Sla- 
very. fo as it might ever be in the power of ary 
Prince hereafter to jntroduce eitherbut D.Sher- 
heb ellsc;that can.ncycr be done,for it ne- 
ver will'beFawfal vigtnar pollible to ex- 
elude Slavery: becanſe every Prince has God's 
axthorny, which's irreſfiſtable, and I'm fure 
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re thittis your Prince,and'is:by the: Law, of 
God irteliftable,co him you arc dlaves by che 
Law of God. So that you have bur char 
Malters according 20; us princple, one of a 
oli tenfer £5L4 more roll one : Andall 
yout Tecarity depends upon. the good ne- 
tate of your, Frinee, for the. timc\ba 

''T tieither ave Jeiſore, nor af. I ha 
can 'l have Parkence, nor, it pl had: Q Can 
Ithitk it worth my. while to run\chrough 
the .Book, and. animadvcit upon ut, Pare- 
graph by Rergerep For 3f, 1c were anuch 
5cfter written ; than at. 15, yet the writing 
of. him ,* who Uights and dcſpiles to \that 
degree, that he docs .vpon. .all occaſions 
every man's reaſog but his own, and in.this 
Diſcoutle ſets" up an. Fpohes of his own 

Cl 


* # 


for iRuleto tnen'sConſaences in.matters.of 
Government, without any regard -ro the 
Laws of the Nation can hardly. deferve 
ſb tlich regard 'as a ſcrious anſwer wauld 


*He-rells us that an Oath t0 thei fpof- 
Bt Pines ces Cellar ani 
thou; the _ mar be ſtill, in being, the fling 
is” zone. So that the Kingly aurhory 
maybe transferr'd "from one perſon to 

another 


—_ 
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another, , Bur. then chey. that, afhiſt, ang gde- 
fend the new. De. jog rat 
title: of Ii. har, pol <d, mat. 
hope ) not for t c future abber that _trea-" 
Jonable_Dyftrine aud Poſuien of levying War 
by he King's authgrity againſt bis projen , $6 

He tells us the Scripture. makes. no diſiin- 
Aion between \Rightful Kings and Uſurpers ; P: *7: 
{i Rule is general z, .Ict [every Saul. be 

ject to, the. higher powers, Qe. Nor 
does the. Scripture, defing ro us, who thele 
higher Powers are : And I'm fure they arc 
not the ſamc every where ; In, what perſon 
or. perſons the Powers lodge, mivch here are 
ſaid co, be ordaun'd. of God, and with whac 
degree of Power they are inveſted, depends 
upon the ſeveral Conſtitutions of Govyern- 
ments..; for if 1t be equally re/1/ ng God: [ 
Ordinauce to Relilt all: Prixces without di- 
ſtinction ; than { know ao difference þe- 
ewixt an abſolute and 2 limited Monarchy : 
then Princes have ſame darmant Authority 
or other, whuch che Law. docs not give 'em : 
Which-are Principles. of flavery peculiar to 
this laſt Age, and to ſome of. the Englith 
Clergy. 
He 
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- He will norhave'St,” Paul'to be anderſtovd 
of lawful powers only, for then it would be 
neceſſary for SubjeAs to examine the titles of 
Princes, which ' would involve the Conſciences 
of men in perplexities ; for theſe are diſputes- 
ambngft learned men; and he cannot think that 
the reſolution of Conſcience in matters that all 
mankind are concerned in, ſhould depend upon 
ſuch niceties as learned men themſelves cannot 
agree in. He will hardly allow this Pofi- 
tion, with reference to matters of Religt- 
on, which yet I think all Mankind are or 
ſhould be concerned in. Nor ought rule 
to be reje&ed upon a pate that ic is 
-not clear, Gai learne "Men differ about 
It ; unkſsat the' ſame time a New One be 
fer up, which all learned Men doe agree 
in. But tlie diſputes about Government 
are varions, 'and that amongſt very learn- 
cd Men ; and yet to the beſt of my Obſer- 
vation, all Men hitherto learned and' un- 
learned have agreed that the Laws of a Na- 
tion, and the Conſtitution of it's Govern- 
ment are at leaft a ſafe, atrue rule for Con- 
ſcience: which if we ſhall Teave and follow 


ſome Ienis fatuus of a Schollar's Invention, 


- qa not whither it. may lead us at 
lait; 

'1'The Laws of a Nation may be. trampled 
under foot andit's Conftirution broken by 
an inundatior of Foreigners ; this 15 a force 
ar a force gives no right, let che Doctor 
coll us. to the: world's end of All things be. 
ing-equally rightful with reſpef to God . men 
that areunder a force, have a Right tromsSelt- 
preſervation, Which is a Law of Nature 
and conſequently. of God to rid themſelves 
of; that force if they can. Conquelts end, 
when the Conquerarsand Conquered come 
20: mutual Pacts and Agreements, which arc 
tho Laws by which they agree to rule and 
beruled for the future. Till ſuch ſubſequent 
Pacs intervene, the conquered People ſhifc 
for them(elves as well. as they can + Bur 
where there-ts no pretence nor appearance 
of any Conqueſt, where the Laws of a Na- 
tion, which arc the publick Agreement of 
all che nation far.their mutual detence and 
ſecurity. retain their- force they cannot be 
good ſubjects, who ſet up any other rule of 
conſcience in matters of civil Right, Pro- 
perty or. power *for that other rulc is either 
| _ agree- 
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agreeable with the Law, and then we-need 
it not; Or It 1s contrary toit, and then they 
that advance it;are enemies to the Confſtitu- 
tion, I know little difference betwixt ;af- 
ſuming an'authority to governthe: State; 
and ſetting up other rules then that of the 
Law toguide mcn's Confciences by in mat- 
ters of Allegiance and Obedience; to. the ci: 
y1l Magiſtrates. 49101 14.281 216 35,83 

Our Saviour's argument relies, wholly on poſe 
ſeſſion of power ;whole Image and ſuperſcrip- 
tion hath n?If fuch a pofle(ſion-as having the 

Coynage of Mony requires Allegiante, tho Da- 
For ought to-have taken the Oarhs when the 
new money came out. If not;. then! our 
Savior'sargument does not juftifie him now, 

We have no direAions iniScripture. about ,xe- 
floring a'diſpoſſeſed Prince to his Throne:lag ain. 

Bur if the- diſpeſefſed Prince 2erain' alegal 
right; then we are directed to; reſtore him, 
Rom, Cap. 1:3.v. 7. Render unto all their dues, 
tribute to whom tribute is: due, ruſiom to whom 
caſio, fear'towhons fear, honcur-to: mhom bo- 
nowr. It the' late King have .a lepal. right to 
the Crown, he hasa /egabright to the Exciſe, 

ehe Cuſtoms,and Hearth-money,&c.. Andt he 

has.a-/egal right to them, they arc = to. 
| Im, 
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him, And. if: they are dze to. him, we arc 
commanded to. render them to him, And 
thatthe Late King may yet have a /egal right 


to the Crown, the-Doftor agrees. The Provi- 


dence of God removes Kings and ſets up Kings , 


but alters no legal rights. Weare command- . 
ed to do as we would be done by; and none of 


us would be deprived our ſelves of our own 
legal rights. 

If the Late, King have adegal right yet, 
then no Erg/iſh ſubjects can {ni a legal 
Right to oppoſe him; unleſs a man can 
have a legal Right to an Eſtate; and at the 
ſame time «another have. a; /egal Right to 
with-hold it from him; which is to make 
theLaw a contradiction to 1t felt; and, yet 
theſe are the neceflary conſequences of the 
Doctors Fofetions. | 


That 'one Prince is at preſent placed in the pag. 26. 


Throne; ' and the other removed out of it, does 
not- diveſt the diſpeſſeſſed. Prince of his legal 
ripht axd claims, nor forbid him to endeavour 
0 recover his Throne, nor'forbid thoſe, who are 
under no obligation to the Prince in poſſeſſion, 
"ro afſift the diſpoſſeſſed Prince to recover his Le- 
gal Right © A Lepal and ſurceſſive Right _ 

E 2 al 
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all. other Hamane Claims ; fo that 'the diſpoſe 
ſed Prince has a juſt cauſe of War againſt 
the Prince in poſſeſſron for the recovery of his 
Legal Right. And they that are under #0 
obligation ro the Prince in' poſſeſſion, are riot 
forbid to afſiſt- him: ' Who- theſe: are: that 
arc ſuppoſed to be under no obligation, Ge. 
I know not. - I hope if the Prince in poſſedi- 
on be throughly ſettled, he has God's Azthort- 
ty, and then all they that are hisSubjeRsare 
under ſome obligation to him, or the God's 
Authority (tands for nothing. Bur if foreign 
Princes are meant by thoſe who are wadey nb 
obligation, then at leaſt the Ming: of | Fraxce 
has a juſt cauſe of War upon us'to-Tcſtore 
King James: Andthen at whoſe Doors mutt 
the Blood lie-that 1s fpile m the War?: If 
the late King have a legal: Right, the has & 
Right by our Laws; and thenth eppoking his 
Title we fight againſt our own Laws and Go- 
zernment. If the late King haye a Legal 
Right to the 'Cromn, then. a man muſt be ve- 
ry learned indeed to be of -0Þ1m0R that-the 
obligation of our Oaths 'of Allegiance to. 
him ceaſes, Ir 15 not enough-tor the Peter 
to\fay, That it was nece{/ary for hinito reaſon 
upon 


Caſs of Allegitnee, &c. © 
#por the ſuppoſition of unjuſt (Uſer pations, ay 
illegal Revolutions, &c. ' ane 'that he was' far 
from intending to reflefi upon the preſent Gor 
vernment, With Reverence be it ſpoken, is a 
common Ys "Ui van =_ _ are 
oing to ſpeak :b my. - His ftandin 
4 long , the grounds of his mn. 
compliance, :his ayowed Principles in his 
Book of Non-reſiſtance, "winch he here juſti- 
faes excepting 1n'one punditro,. ſhew undeni- 
ably that.; the Defor acknowledges no-other 
Right in Their ;Preſent Majeflies, but an Aw 
thority from-God of his'Oown inventing; and 
that their '\only firm! ſecurity, becaufe:only 
fatisfactory: to tht (Gonſcrences of their Sub- 
je&ts,- thatof-a Legal Right, whichcindeed is 
God's Authority,(and we acknowledge no 
gthes in.theſe mateers, )1s by this Writer, as 
far as wi him lies, quite blown up. * 


Theduty of Subyets is to' obey'thetr Prince pag: 27 


whil/t in poſſeſſion 3 but Kings muſt take care to 
preſerve their Crowns by good Government : For 
if they; aotoriouffy volete their Subjects Rights, 
&C«. #45100. mah for 5ubjets to went we their 
' lives and. fortunes, to keep them in the Throne 
40 oppreſs them... But why ſhould not Sub- 


jects 
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jects be obliged in Conſcience to-defend 
ſuch- an injurious: Prince ? 'He-has: a \Lepal 
Title, Pofſeſſion, a'Settlement, he: has God's 
Authority, he 1s irrefiflable, and ihas' the 'So- 
veraign Power. And'1s' 1tno' part of '$6ve> 
raign Pametr to command 'ithe ſervice of this 
Subjects?; No, he'1s entituled only to a te+ 
gal defence, the' Militia; and the Pofſe Com. 
Thus:when.men are. at a pinch, - they feek 
refuge where they -can. When ther >Do- 
Erine of. Non-reſiſtance, and ai thoufand*o- 
other aſcriptionsto the Power of the: Prince 
turns - upon them, they ſhelter themſelves 
under: che-Law-of the Realm : Whicty when 
things 7 as they-would haye” them go, 
they. ſubject ro the Price's pleaſure: "And 
ro excuſe their taking ſhelter under what 
they have fo baſely. betrayed; i-they: tell - us 
tho they : taught | Now#eſiftance , they © rhay 


| practice Now-afſiſtance "without foregoing 


char. Doctrine. So they 'may ſuffer rhe 
Lord's Anointed, the Light of thetr Eyes, and 
the Breath of* their Noſtrils 16\ be taken i the 
Pits of Wicked Men, when he:does not ſerve 
their turn, and be good Loyaliſts, good 
Church of England men, good King's men 
for 
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for all that. Quo teneam wultus mutantem 
Protea nods ? | 

' ., This.DoArine of. Obedience and Allegiance to 
the preſerit Powers is founded0n the ſame prin- 
ciple 'with' the Dofrine of Non-refiſtance and 
Paſſive Obedience. How. the Doctor new 
moulds the Dodtrine-of -Nor-refiftance, 'ec. 
to ſquare with his Hypotheſis, Iam not'con- 
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cerned to trouble my felf abour. © Icannor 


but wonder that. any. good ſtream ſhould 
iſſue from. ſo: corrupt a'Fountain, as . that 
Dodrine” ( fo as'ir was lately preached up 


and" jmculcated) 'procceded* from. Bur as ; 


that Do@rine'was caught of late, the Argu: ; 


ment muſtrun.thus, 5 Becauſe the late King 
Charles and King James had received a 
*Soveraign Authority from God, which muſt 
*be obeyed and not reliſted, -thO the Jatrer 
' be.now::de fatto deprived of: the exerciſe of 
*that-Aurhority by Rebellious Subyeets, 'aid- 
*ed by a Foreign Prince, ro accompliſh their 
* wicked enterpriſe, which does not diyeſt 
"the ſaid late. King: James. of-' a Legal Right 
* (0x. +FECOVErT- It again 3 Therefore: I do 
*{wear Faith and true Allegiance ro their 
*Majeſties King Williamand Queen Mary,&c. 
The 
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[ paſs over. many things that are ſo obyioug, as nat 
to deſerve a particular Obſervation 3:as the contra- 
diction he is guilty of in telling us, that he cont ne- 
ver find the. Scriptures \wade any difference” between 

ul and Uſurped.. Fowers, and. yer thet: beſiuch, 
and had ſtuck to this day, had he not been relieved þ 
Biſhop Overalls Boik ; tho all the help that Roo 
could give him, -was by helping him'-over that di- 
ſiintion. '- Oporter Mendarem effe memorens,) * 1! (f! 

- Agarher thing is the, New-coyy'd pecpunt; he pires 
of a limifed Mongreby, viz. that ji a Gipnited Mowr- 
chy we are bound wt to refit, only we are nat 
bound to afffF. The faucy introducing '6f* private 
men's whimſics into Schetpies of Government in op- 
poſition to Laws of Nations; ang the commonfenk 
of Mankind, has. been obſerved before. [ But. let the 
DoZor here take notice of an Expreflion of a fax 
greater Man than himſe},”which Rends the 
true nation of a. limited Government; Ub: Rex fum- 
mam poteflagem non habet,' ſed: periem afterar papulus 
ar Senate, Regy in partew non Wyn volautt vis 
juſta oppong poterit, quia eqterus non e rior, Grob. 
ppt Belt Bo Packs: PREY Ys wr th od 

He trakes'a great deal'of pains to diſtinguth - be- 
twixt the preſent Caſe, and that of the. Jate times 
under the Long Perliament, Olizer Cromwgl, &c. 
and it is very obſervable how he gets over it uon 
his Principle. - Why, the Government of the Nitir 
on was then «quite' overwhelmed's we had no #ng, 
nor Lords, and but a part of the 'Hoyſe of Commons, 
who carried all by force. And what then, I hope 
therg were Powers in Being; and it fo, they by 
; b 
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God, tho uſurped. But there -was not 4 Settlement. 
I know not what he calls a Settlement ; the High- 
landers in Scotland were ſubdued, -/reland quite 0 

ced, the Government then in being, ſuch as it was, 

acknowledged by all the Princes Governments. 
of Chriſtendom, nor was there then” a Powerful 
Prince that waged War againſt the then Powers in 
behalf of: the. then; diſpoſleſſed Prince. _ But the txuth 
of the difference is this, the'then Powers were no. tends 
to the Rep VAAN EAN | . 
When men. are once; out..of: the right way, the: 

wander in various By-paths 5 Ag the Dots, 
Hobbs, Filmer, @&c. leaving the Law of the Land, 
which is an agreement betwixt all SubjeQs, and fly- 
ing to other notions of Power, and God's Authority, 
and the Law of Nature, and no body knows what, 
may pleaſe themſelves with the Wit and Novelty of 
their own Speculations, but I am perſwaded will ne- 
ver_find_the Body of the People _ influenced. by what 
ſuch Learned muſt be at fo much pains to find our, 
and dreſs up with any tolerable appearance of 
ſenſe. 

The DoQtor is much concerned to free God from 
any confinement to Human Laws : But fince he 
would not have men violate them, he ought (1 
ſhould think ) ,to ſhew , that in taking the preſent 
Oaths he has not. done ithunſelf : ThGod is not con- 
fined to Human Laws, I do not know how the E- 
vents of his Providence can juſtifie men's breaking 
them, and their own former Oaths both at once. 
They that come into the intereſt of this preſent Go» 
vernment, upon the true Legal Foundation, upon 

F which, 


34 


Remarks upon Dr. Sherlock's, &c, 


which it. ſtands, have br ſeen neither. Bur how, to 
entertain the DoCtor's imigiary Hypotheſis of a Di- 
vine ' Authority, in oppoſſtio or a Legal Right ; 
which is to make the Government of Divine Ioſtitu- 
tion, and yet contrary to Law: How-to make it. 
ſafe for " Pelten Peo. ple upon his>Botrom, I know 
not, 'nor ſh enquire any farthet. t | 


Gud made man pright, but be hath fit out many 
iroentions. 

To the Law. and to the Teſtimony , if they ſpeak not 
according. to this word, it is becauſe there is no gt # in 


'them. 
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